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Hello From Our President 

Even in these challenging economic times, 2009 continues to be a busy and eventful year at the Association.

In March we welcomed the Hon Simon O’Brien, Minister for Disability Services whose commitment to explore possibilities for future support of our Library was welcome given we have begun the digital conversion of Audio Books.

We were delighted to welcome the Minister back in May, with his lovely wife Joy, to officially open our biggest ever community Open Day.

Client Services continues to reach the far corners of this vast state with our Orientation and Mobility Instructors recently visiting the Kimberley and Pilbara regions.

Last but certainly by no means least, we were honoured to be involved in such an innovative and ground breaking media campaign with Marketforce and The West Australian, which you can read about in the Paws for Effect lift out.

Stay warm and safe this winter.

Mrs Elizabeth Needham

President
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Keep it Green!

Community Insight is available in print, large print, Braille, audio, disc or e-mail formats.  It is also available on our website www.guidedogswa.com.au in PDF, rich text and word format.  In the interest of the environment, and to reduce unnecessary printing, only a limited number of copies are printed.

This publication is also printed on a mixed source of recycled and Forest Stewardship Council approved paper stock using vegetable based inks.

Email Express

If you have internet access, please help us reduce administration costs by registering to receive your correspondence by e-mail.  Tell us your e-mail address by calling 9311 8202 or e-mailing 
hello@guidedogswa.com.au.

With Open Arms

The Association’s 2009 Open Day held on Sunday May 3rd was a resounding success!

The day was off to a grand start in the Wesfarmers Theatrette when the `Born To Sing’ Choir opened a very special Babbingur Graduation ceremony with a traditional Noongar welcome.  Graduates of the day were four Guide Dogs with their new owners; Damien & Jenkins, Jeremy & Presley, Alistair & Spud and Claire & Swanee.  The ceremony also concluded in song with the beautiful voice of accomplished soprano and new Guide Dog owner Claire McGlew.  

At 12 noon the Minister for Disability Services, Hon Simon O’Brien officially launched the Open Day voicing his support of the important work of the Association.  Shortly after, Senator Judith Adams who had been a very special part of our Graduation ceremony, cut the Louis Braille 200th birthday cake and the Open Day was in full swing!

Over a thousand people visited our Centre of Excellence between the hours of 12pm and 4pm.  We were thrilled to welcome so many people to share the day and feel our community hub come to life!      

Thank you to all volunteers who helped out on the day including our corporate supporters West Australian Mechanical Services, Skywest, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry and friends from Scitech. 

A Special Guest

We welcomed the Hon Simon O’Brien, Minister for Disability Services, to our Centre of Excellence in March.  Minister O’Brien toured our centre and had a particular interest in our Braille and Talking Book Library. The Minister understood the importance of the range of services available through our Library.  He also appreciated that, as an unfunded service, it was a significant responsibility for the Association to maintain such a high quality service, particularly in these challenging economic times.  We were delighted when he committed to exploring options that could enable additional future support.

The Minister visited us again in May to officiate at our Open Day, this time accompanied by his lovely wife, Joy.

Modernising Masters

The digital conversion of our Talking Book Library is underway. We now have a professional converter here at the Association which reads both sides of our master tapes at the same time and automatically flips the B-Side for us. 

Then it’s a matter of editing out all of the cassette markers (“You have reached the end of side one...”) and installing chapter markers into the ‘daisy’ file, which is the name of the new digital format. 

Although this is not a quick process, we are hoping to have a digital Library as soon as we can.

Five Format Launch

A recent book launch at the Association was an excellent example of how the written word is accessible to people who are blind or vision impaired.

‘What Colour is the Wind’ (available at the Association) is the autobiography of Graham Laycock (1937-2006). Graham was Australia’s first blind physiotherapist and a major influence in the development of the Association.  Graham’s life was inspirational and his autobiography is a fantastic insight into what can be achieved whatever the challenges we face.

Graham Laycock was a voracious reader and the Association produced many Braille books and articles for him throughout his life.  He was also a strong advocate for accessibility of the written word.  It was with this in mind that his book was launched in Braille, cassette, CD, MP3 and normal text.  Sales of the book across all formats have been strong to date.

For more information on audio books please phone us on 08 9311 8202.

Brailling Psychology

For our Braille Department the news that one of our clients is studying psychology science at Edith Cowan University could be overwhelming.

Three Braille staff and two transcribers from our Braille and Talking Book Library are working hard to Braille textbooks, check with lecturers as to what chapters are due and organise next semester’s textbooks to stay ahead.

Turning a degree into Braille is certainly no mean feat and our Braille staff are learning a great deal about psychology along the way.
A Pressing Issue

Fremantle Press is a publishing house based here in Western Australia with no facility for recording audio books.  The Association has state of the art recording studios and together we are forging a great working partnership.

The Association will be recording Fremantle Press published works not only to be listened by to by our clients but to be sold to a wide range of people with or without a print disability who enjoy listening to books.

We are very excited to be working with such a renowned Western Australian publisher such as Fremantle Press and look forward to an increasingly bright future for talking books.

Getting the Whole Picture

Have you heard of Audio Description? 

Audio Description can be described as “putting into words the picture that a sighted person can see”.  It is used to enhance your television, cinema and DVD experience, and can also be available with live theatre; at museums, art galleries and other visual arts events.

These free information sessions will be held in late July by Media Access Australia, a not-for-profit specialising in access to media for people with disabilities, in conjunction with the Association for the Blind of WA.

At the sessions you will have the opportunity to:

· Have your questions answered about audio description

· Find out how and where you can access audio description

· Experience a demonstration

· Find out how you can get involved to get more media and art audio described.

To register your interest and receive an update when dates are finalised, please call 08 9311 8202 or email: 

hello@guidedogswa.com.au
For more information about Audio Description and Media Access Australia, visit their accessible website at: 

www.audiodescription.com.au
The Kimberley Connection

The Association for the Blind of WA has been travelling to the far corners of our great state for over 15 years following a pilot project in the Kimberley region in 1994.  Since 2007, the program has grown from working with Kimberley Aged Care Services (KACS) to providing workshops to local agencies and now also includes visits to agencies in Derby, Broom, Fitzroy Crossing, Kunnunurra, Halls Creek and Wyndham. We have been active forging relationships and brainstorming how we can best partner with existing agencies.

Today, KACS continues to assist us with scheduling workshops in aged care facilities, and taking our Orientation and Mobility Instructors to Aboriginal Communities, acting as liaison person and introducing us and our services to clients in those areas.  We are supported by OVAHS - Ord Valley Aboriginal Health Service (Kununurra), and the Kununurra HACC who arrange joint client visits with Wyndham HACC. We have also had clients travel from nearby Aboriginal Communities into town to meet with our Orientation and Mobility Instructors.  

Most recently we have developed have a strong relationship with Notre Dame University by providing workshops with their enrolled Nursing Students. Notre Dame generously provided accommodation for us in Broome in 2008 and we are very grateful for this support.

Project: Pilbara

As this edition of Community Insight hits the press, Orientation and Mobility Instructors from the Association for the Blind of WA are visiting the Pilbara region to offer information and training to community members and local health service providers about the supports and aids available for people living with vision loss. 

A number of workshops are being held in Port Hedland, South Hedland, Roebourne, Karratha, Tom Price, Paraburdoo and Newman discussing the range of services and supports as well as demonstrating a variety of adaptive equipment and mobility aids.

Regional Services Fly with Skywest
With 25% of our clients living outside the Perth metropolitan area, the Association has a strong commitment to providing services to regional WA as well as supporting local service providers with the knowledge and equipment they need to support their communities.

This commitment would not be possible without the generous in-kind support of Skywest Airlines who provide us with flights to and from regional parts of WA.

The Talk Alternative

As part of our strategy to continue to provide community education services to the general public and to companies/organisations, we have provided a unique and exciting activity-based experience in our Woodside Guide Dog Discovery Centre, located here at the Association.  

Please visit our web site and select the Discovery Centre link.  Although the Centre appears to be directed towards schools, we are now opening the Centre to community groups and organisations who wish to learn about vision loss and its prevention. Please consider making a booking for your group to visit our facility.
Can you Spare some time?

We need:

· Drivers

· Audio Monitors

· Pottery helpers

· Mosaics helpers

· Woodwork helpers

· Women’ health Club helpers

· Garden weeding of Association Grounds
Please contact Annaliese on 9311 8276 or email 

annab@guidedogswa.com.au
Talking Pictures 

Selected cinemas across Australia will now offer captioned and audio described movies, bringing the full cinema experience to Australians with a vision impairment on a regular basis for the first time. Movie-goers will be provided with a head-set to access the audio description sound track, which provides the important visual information from the movie in an audio format, such as sight gags or scenery. Disability Discrimination Commissioner Graeme Innes said “this is very important for the four million Australians who are unable to fully enjoy the experience of going to the cinema.” 

A new accessible website, www.yourlocalcinema.com.au has been launched to provide information for those interested in audio described movies.

Theatre in the Sound

Following trials in 2008, the Perth Theatre Trust venues have introduced a new Audio Description Service that captures the visual elements of theatre performances by describing the ‘unheard’ aspects that are essential to understanding a story line.  This service brings entertainment to life for people who are blind or vision impaired whilst being unobtrusive to the user and has so far been used in three performances including Sydney Theatre Company’s War of the Roses, with a further seven performances being offered this year. 

Users of the service are given a small earpiece and receiver 10 minutes prior to the lights going down, into which they hear a volunteer describe aspects of the set, costumes and action.

Pindan Charity Home
On the 24th March the Pindan Team, along with a paw print stamp of approval from Guide Dog Ambassador Calvin, broke ground on the charity home in their newest estate Waters Edge, in Viveash.  

The home, now at roof cover stage, is due to be auctioned for the Association later this year.  

To follow the progress visit www.watersedgeviveash.com.au
We would like to thank the following suppliers who have donated materials and services to the first stages of construction of the home.

Brown McAllister 

surveyors

GCS 



scaffolding and site sheds

Professional Earthmoving 
earthworks

Termico 


termite treatment

ARC 



slab, flooring and brickwork reinforcing

BGC Concrete 

concrete supply

West End Concrete 

concrete labour

Improved Concrete 

concrete pump

Bunnings Hardware 
hardware

Midland Brick 

brick supply

C&L Barden Brickwork 
bricklayer

Rocla 



sand

Dowell Windows 

window frames

Fielders 


door frames

Metwest Steel 

lintels and columns

Our Wish List

There are many items on our Wish List that would really make a difference to our services and of course our clients.  These items range in price from a hundred to thousands of dollars.  We will continue to share our Wish List with you in case you, or someone you know, can help us with any of them.  If you can, we’d love to hear from you.  

Please call Kate Vidler on 9311 8240.

Under $250 will provide

· An esky on wheels for children’s outings and camps

· CD’s for Confident Living music groups

· A baby’s aeroplane swing to improve head control and
promote crawling

Under $1000 will provide

· 24” Flat screen for the Assistive Technology demo room

· 2 small tables and 12 chairs for kindy and playgroup

· A temperature controller for our pottery kiln

Under $5000 will provide

· A years supply of kindy and playgroup toys and materials 
($3,600 / $300 per month)

· 100 sturdy chairs for client activities in the Handa Hall
The Guide Dog Shop

There’s so much more than just Guide Dog merchandise in the Guide Dog Shop. 

While you can still be sure to find all of your Guide Dog plush toys, tea towels, bath towels, street directories and the like - it’s also the one stop shop for daily living aids including talking watches, large print phones, hand held magnifiers with up to 5 times magnification, talking kitchen scales and more.

The shop is open Monday to Friday from 9am to 4.30pm with friendly staff on hand to help you choose the best items for your daily needs.

Contact Deb Rankin on 9311 8202 if you want to find out more about what’s in stock or if you have any suggestions.

To purchase Guide Dog merchandise you can log on to www.guidedogswa.com.au
phone 1300 GDSHOP (1300 437 467) or pop into the shop!

Association for the Blind of WA

61 Kitchener Avenue, Vic Park

PO Box 101, Victoria Park 6979

hello@guidedogswa.com.au
93118202 or 1800 847466
www.guidedogswa.com.au







